
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3

To he eormpleted hy Local Gounclls, lntennal Drair*age Boarde and ether $m'ratrl*r Authprlties*:
o \ryh*re the l"righer mf gross ineorre Gr Sross expenditure exeeedsd €2S,SSS hert did not exc*ed

€f S millisn; or
* anhere the higher ef gnoss ine*rme sr gr*$s expendit*rre wfis 925,CI0$

on less but that:
u are unahle to eeffiify thernselves as exemTpt {fee payabie}; or
" have nequested a Ilrnited assur&nce review {fee payahte}

*uidamee metes o$I csmpletimg ForrN 3 of the Anr:ual G*vennamce arnd
Accour:tahility Return ?(}45/26
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding €25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

" The Annual lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. $*ctions t and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.

'$ectior: 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding €25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding €25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of €40 +VAT
. the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 3'1 March 2026
. an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
. notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Reooft 2025126

Unless requested, do not sehd any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Fu blScaticn Reqe; irermemts
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage :

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

" f,Jotice of the peri*d fr:r the exercise of public rlghts and a declsration that the accoul'lting statenients
fire a$ yet unauditerl;
. Secti*n f - &mnual Governance Statermex'rt ?025126 apprcv*d and siEn*d, paEe 4
, Se*tion 2 - Aeecunting Statem*nts 2ff?5/?S approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:
. loJstiee cf conclusion of audit
. $ectiom 3 - HxtermalAuditor Repoffi and e*rtifieate
, $ectlcns X and ? ef AGAR inclu*ing any anrendrnents es a resuli of the limited ffssuran*e review. lt
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by localelectors and interested

parties, that you also publish the Annual lntemal Audit Report, page 3.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authoities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014-
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 202il26
. The authority must comply with Proper Pracffces in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper

Practices are found inlhe Practitioners'Guide" which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the checklist provided betow to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section

2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to

the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.
. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for

inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July'

. You must inform your externalauditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all

the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The externalauditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box

8. More help on bank reconciliation is available inlhe Practitioners'Guide".
. Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed

accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the

reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.
. Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.
. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) whieh must include the first 10 working days of July.

. The authority must publish on the authority websiteiwebpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?All sections

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the extemal auditor?

Haveallhighlighted boxesbeencompleted bytheintemalauditorand explanations provided?lnternalAudit Report

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentration to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 Mareh 2026 been reconciled to Box 8?

Section 2

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box I been provided?

Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unle*s requested.sole managing
Sections 1 and 2
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t+b*ry; Fonut &,^i(
fuolu) -abrnq-er - Fc , qov . uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's inMralauditor acUnffnOapendenfly and on the
basls of an assaesment of risk, canied out a eelective asseedment of compliance witfi ttre relevant frocedures and
controls in operation and obtrained appropriate evidence fium the auttrority.

The intemal audit for 2:OZ 126 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs and plannad coverage.
On the basis of the findings in tho areas examined, the internal audit conclusions aie summarised' in this table. Set
out belsw are the obJectives of intemal control and alongside are the internal audit condusions on whather, in all
gignifica$ respeqls,,the control obJectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authorig.

Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A25nG

For any ofrrer risk areas idEntifed by ttrh autlrodty adequatra contole existed
Date(sl inEmal audit undertaken

(list ary ofter rbk arm6 on separata sheeF if needed).

Name of person who carried out the intemal audlt
Ltu*6er< rtL/

osl,,f w?s '{.{rozb *acer| fu#Dc"n /^,,45
aslr*f 'z*zr"

, ,],,,
Tf thc ttslonse ir ho':please stato trli

, separateehaets tf ne€ded).

Date

helpg takeq to 
raddrretg 

qOy:rqtsalqtrpa in tortrqi iOfnOnaa (add,;

"t{obr lf tho ie+onae ls 'not mversdl please rihte wfren lhE nroet rpcent inlofial audlt.,,rr(irk *6ri done In lhk arpa arid whan lt t8 nsxl phnlndi or,
I l gq\Erago i6 noi required, lhe annual iirEmal audit r€pgrt nrust elphin why not (add sepaivrte Bh3ets lf neededl.

4' 4pPropriate accounting records have been proporly kept thmughout the linancial year,

/
B, This authority complied with lts financial regulations, paymBnts were supported by involces, all

approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.expondlture was

/
G. This autfrority assessed the signlficart dsks to achieving its objectives and reviawed the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precefi or rates requirement resutted fom an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; andreserves were appropriate.

'l
E. Expected income was fully received, based on conect prices, prop€rly racordad and promptly

,!q!,e-{; qd V4T was appropriately accounted for.

/
F. Caeh payrnsnts were pmperly supported by receipts, all cash srpenditure was approved and

VAT approprlately acmur*ed fior.

,/
G. Salaries to employees and allowances to"members were paid in accordance wlth thie authorit/s

approvals, and PAYE and Nl rcquiremenls ware properly applied.

l{. Asset and invastments reglsters were complete and accurate and properly maintained. J
,/l. Periodic bank account reconclliations were properly canied out during the year.

/

J. Accounting statemenb prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounfing basis (receipts
to the cash book, suppo{ed by an adequate audit
dEbtors and creditors werc properly racorded.

and
trail

t/

K' lf the authority certffied itsetf as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2924125, it mst the
e:<emption criteria and conectly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assu,ance
review of its 2024n5 AGAR tick ,hat covered")

L. The authotity publiehed lhe required information on a websiteA,vebpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit ln accordance with the relevant legislation.

/

IrI. ln the year covered by lhis AGAR, the authorlty conecfly provided for a period for the exerclse of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (duing the 2025/26 AGAR pariod,
were public r$hts tn relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice an the websito and/or

approved mlnutes confirming the dates aet).

/
H. The authority has complied wlth the puhllcation requiremen$ for 2A21ni AG,AR

(see AGAR Paga I Guidance Nofes).

/
O. The authotity has mmplied with laws, regulations & proper practtces relafing to digital and data

compliance.

P. (For lmalcounclls onlyl
Trust funds (lncluding charitable)-Ths council mat lts responeibilities as a kustee.

lnternal control objective Not
c0r.rerea!*"Nr.i

Yor; I'lo ,\o:
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We acknowledge as the members of:

Abinger Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including anangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026,lhal

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

1810512026

and recorded as minute reference:

Item 10(i)

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

www. abi n g er-pc. gov. u k

1. We have put in place anangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
inctuding measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and comrption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and acccpted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
comptied with Proper Pradices in doing so.

4" We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Acrounts and Audit Regulations.

duing the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to
inspect and ask guesfions about this authority's accounts.

5. We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, induding the introduction of intemal controls andlor
extemal insurance cover where required.

considercd and documented the ftnancial and other nbks if
faces and deaft with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and conhol systems.

ananged for a ampetent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and extemal audit.

responded to matters broughtto its attention by intemal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered uftether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, evenk or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have induded them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

1. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(slassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corprate, it is a sole managing truilee of a local
trust or trusts.

{0. We have put in place anangements for the effective lT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable afiangementE for its lT and data
management and has complied with prcper praclices in
doing s.

lff&fitu
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Abinger Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

18t0512026

as recorded in minute reference:

Item 10(ii)presented to the authority approval.

Date
18t05t2026

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

,a,,'/4fr'&l'{'*

1. Balances brought
forward 22,266 33,499

Total balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amaunt of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

21,680 22,395

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/arles and wages,
employers N I contributions, employers pension
co ntri b uti o n s, g ratu iti e s a n d seve ra n ce pay me nts.

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borowings (if any)

6. (-) Alt other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staffcosfs (line 4) and loan interesUcapital
repayments (tine 5).

7. (=) Balances canied
forward 33,499

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year.

mustequal (1*2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 llarch -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the propefty the authoity owns - tt ts made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11 Do the figures in the
accounting statements above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance referto the Practitioners' Guide secflons 2.31 to 2.33.
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025126

In respect of Abinger Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assumnoe review is set out by the NationalAudit Otrice 0,lAO). A Imited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit it does not mnstitute an audit canied out in accordance with lntemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & lrcland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has determind that a loruer level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the loryest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountabitity Retum in accordance wi0r l,lAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the l.lAO website -
https:/Aaruw.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in
accordance wilh Proper Pracf'ces which:
. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and. @nfirms and pnrvides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025126
(Except for the matters reported below)" on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return, in
6ur odinion the informatioh in Sections'1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum is in accordance with Proper Praclices and
no other matterc have come to our aftention giving cause for concem that relevant legislatioh and regulatory requirements have not been met.
("delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

ona sheet if

3 External auditor certlfieate 2025/26
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabilig Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014,for the year ended 31 March 2026

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature
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