
Abinger Parish Council 
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood 

 

 Minutes of  APC Annual Council Meeting held on 18th  May 2026 at 7pm 
  

Venue    Abinger Common Village Hall 
 

Councillors Paul Cleaver (PC), Maria Belcher (MB)   Ed Bigland (EB)  Ros Doree (RD)  Philip Rawlings (PR) 
Leigh Jones (LJ) Sharon Campbell (SC) Howard Witt (HW) 
 

Clerk  Beccy Anderson (BA)  
 

Attending Maria Belcher (MB), Paul Cleaver (PC), Leigh Jones (LJ) Ed Bigland (EB)  
Howard Witt (HW) 

Item  

1 Election of Chair –  

• Cllr MB was nominated (Cllr LJ) and seconded (Cllr PC) and was duly elected Chair of 

the Parish Council and signed an ‘acceptance of office’ form. 

2 Election of Vice Chair –  

• Cllr PR was nominated (Cllr MB) and seconded (Cllr PC) and was duly elected Vice 

Chair of the Parish Council and will submit an ‘acceptance of office’ form (Cllr PR 

already stating he will continue to be Vice Chair) 

3 Attendance and Apologies for Absence  Cllrs RD, PR & SC 
 

4 Public Question Time   

• none 

5 Declarations of Interest – All councillors are the trustee for APRGC. 
 

6 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th April 2026 

• The Minutes of the meeting having previously circulated were taken as    read and 

approved. 

7 Matters arising from previous Minutes  - none 
 

8 Review appointment of members to Committees, and representatives on outside 
organisations and elect Chair of the Complaints Committee  
 
1) Areas of responsibility were allocated as follows  

• Planning –  All councillors 

• SALC – RD & PR 

• Representative for the Green at Forest Green –  RD  

• Representative for the Green at Abinger Hammer & playground -  PC & MB 

• Representative for the Green at Abinger Common & playground– EB & PR 

• Representative for the Green at Walliswood & Playground –  SC 

• Walliswood Village Hall Committee – RD, HW 

• Okewood Hill Village Hall Committee – RD, HW 

• Forest Green Village Hall Committee – RD LJ 

• Abinger Hammer Village Hall Committee - PC 
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• Abinger Common Village Hall Committee – PR  

• Transport/Wienerberger Representative (Chair) – RD 

• Notice Boards Okewood Hill, Walliswood (HW) & Forest Green LJ, Abinger 
Common PR and Abinger Hammer PC & MB 

 

The Chair was elected Chair of the Complaints Committee, with other members allocated 
when necessary. 
 

9 
 

To receive Clerk’s financial report and to authorise issue of cheques.  
(a)Councillors approved the April  2026 bank reconciliation – listed below 
(b)Councillors approved May 2026 payments –  listed below 
 

10 Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR): Annual Return 01/04/2022 to 
31/03/2024 
(a)Councillors discussed and approved 2025.2026 AGAR section 1 and was signed by Chair.  
(b) Councillors approved the 2025.2026 AGAR section 2 and was signed by the Chair. 
 (c) Councillors approved the 2025/2026 Internal Audit Report, noting the recommendation 
for the Clerk to undertake a Data Audit. 
 

11 Planning -  Councillors discussed 
(a)Planning Application MO/2025/1061/PLA MAJOR Gatton Manor. Councillors noted the 
application was approved (unanimously by MV Planning Committee).  Also noted i) the 
application no longer included access via New Barn Lane ii) possible need to monitor the 
construction works/traffic once works have commenced. 
 

12 APC Insurance Renewal 

• Councillors reviewed and approved the Insurance Premium of £1,503.85 for 

2026/2027 

13 Forest Green sleeper bridges 
• Councillors noted the reported sleeper bridge had been repaired and all the other 

bridges had been inspected and no further repairs are needed.  

14 Date of next Meeting – Monday 15th June 2026, 7pm Walliswood Village Hall  
 

15 Matters to consider excluding the public - 
• No matters needing discussion 

 
The meeting closed at 19.23pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ITEM 9(a) APRIL 2025 BANK REC 
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Bank Balance @ 1st April 2026 17,802.63 

  

Add income 31,881.50 

Less payments 9,826.53 

Less: Unpresented cheques 1,023.90 

  

Net bank balance @  30th April  2026 38,833.70 

  

   

  

Opening balance @ 01/04/2026 17,022.63 

  

Add receipts for April 2026 31,881.50 

Less payments for  April  2026 10,070.43 

  

  

Balance carried forward @  30th April  2026 38,833.70 
 
ITEM 9(b) MAY 2026 PAYMENTS 
 

  MAY 2026 PAYMENTS       

18/05/2026 Rebecca Anderson Clerk's Expenses April 2026 2315 142.64 

18/05/2026 HMRC Clerk's Paye & NI  May 2026 2316 393.51 

18/05/2026 NJ Balfour Ltd Forest Green sleeper repairs 2317 300.00 

18/05/2026 
Mulberry Local Authority Services 
Ltd Year-end Internal Audit 2318 253.50 

18/05/2026 AJ Gallagher Insurance Brokers APC Insurance 26/27 2319 1,503.85 

18/05/2026 KSS Air Ambulance Grant payment 2320 250.00 

18/05/2026 Clovers GM (Jake Burley April 2026 Grounds/Playground Maintenance 2321 1,160.57 

    TOTAL   4,004.07 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


