
Abinger Parish Council 
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood 

 

DRAFT  Minutes of  APC Council Meeting held on 20th April 2026 at 7pm 
 

Venue    Walliswood Village Hall 
 

Councillors Paul Cleaver (PC), Maria Belcher (MB)   Ed Bigland (EB)  Ros Doree (RD) Philip Rawlings 
(PR) Leigh Jones(LJ) Sharon Campbell (SC) Howard Witt (HW) 
 

Clerk  Beccy Anderson (BA)  
 

Attending Paul Cleaver (PC), Maria Belcher (MB)   Ed Bigland (EB)  Sharon Campbell (SC) Philip 
Rawlings (PR) Howard Witt (HW) 
 

Item  
1 Attendance and Apologies for Absence  -  RD & LJ 

 
2 Declarations of Interest – All councillors are the trustee for APRGC. 

 
3 Public Question Time   

• Two Forest Green residents attended the meeting to update councillors 

regarding the village signs needed to be installed at Forest Green as part of 

the project to reduce the speed limit through the village to 30mph.  They 

updated councillors as to the proposal for further village signs to be installed 

(with the aim to reduce the speed of vehicles entering the village)  The signs 

are needed to be installed before any application to SCC Highways to reduce 

the speed limit to 30mph. 

4 Approval of the Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 16th March 2026 
• The Minutes of the meeting having previously circulated were taken as read 

and approved. 

5 Approval of the Minutes of the Planning Committee Council meeting held 30th 
March 2026 
• The Minutes of the meeting having previously circulated were taken as read and 

approved 

6 Matters arising from previous Minutes  -  None 

7 Chairs Announcements   
• The Chair noted Cllr RD was absent due to illness.  The Clerk will update 

councillors regarding her recovery. 

8 Forest Green Village Signs  
Councillors  discussed the need for village signs as a pre-cursor to applying for a 
reduction of the speed limit in Forest Green to 30mph.  Councillors agreed with the 
proposed sites for 2 other signs on the Ockley and Horsham Roads and thanked the 
residents for their work and perseverance in this matter. 



Abinger Parish Council 
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood 

 

DRAFT  Minutes of  APC Council Meeting held on 20th April 2026 at 7pm 
9 To receive Clerk’s financial report and to authorise issue of cheques  

(i)Councillors approved April 2026 Payments  
(ii)Councillors approved March 2026 Bank Reconciliation 
(iii)Councillors reviewed and approved the Qtr 4 2025/2026 Budget Monitoring Report  
(iv)Councillors noted the Internal Audit will take place on 5th May 2026.  Councillors  
noted the 2025/2026 Year End Reports and internal Auditors report will be 
reviewed/approved at the 18th May 2026 Annual Council meeting. Councillors noted 
the Reserves will record the payment for tree works be earmarked for 26/27 
expenditure with the remainder allocated as general reserves. 
  

10 Playgrounds  
(i)Councillors noted any painting of the panels on the new multiplay item can wait 
until Autumn, when the playground is not used every day by children.  Councillors also 
noted there hadn’t been any comments from residents regarding the colour of the 
panels 
(ii)Councillors noted the need review the Playground Inspection Reports.  Cllr EB to 
inspect Abinger Common and Cllr PC to inspect Abinger Hammer.  
 

11 Tree Works  
Councillors  discussed the completed works.  Cllr PC commented he was happy with 
the works at Abinger Hammer and had spoken to TK regarding any queries raised.  Cllr 
EB and PR commented about tree G2 at Abinger Common (some branches still over 
Sutton Lane).  The Clerk was asked to contact TK to enquire about the tree.  The Clerk 
also commented on the enquiry from a resident regarding a tree on the boundary of 
Walliswood Village Hall grounds.  The Clerk was instructed to contact the Tree 
Surgeon who completed the surveys to enquire as to whether they had included that 
tree in their survey (no comments were made as to work needed but the PC needs to 
establish if it had been included in the survey or not) 
 

12 Forest Green  
(i)Councillors reviewed the quotations from Conservation Access and NJ Balfour to 
replace the sleeper bridge at Forest Green (close to the church).  Councillors approved 
the quote from NJ Balfour and instructed the Clerk to contact the contractor to 
instruct them to carry out the work. 
(ii)Councillors discussed any further works needed for other sleeper bridges – noting 
Cllr RD had reported the other sleeper bridges were OK.  Councillors noted clearing 
the  pond and any works needed to tidy fallen trees can be reviewed again later in the 
year. 
 

13 Date of next Meeting :  - Annual Council meeting:  Monday 18th May 2026, 7pm  
Abinger Common Village Hall 
 

14 Matters to consider excluding the public - None 

 
The meeting closed at 20.00pm 

 
 
 



Abinger Parish Council 
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood 

 

DRAFT  Minutes of  APC Council Meeting held on 20th April 2026 at 7pm 
 
 
ITEM 9(i) April  2026 Payments 
 

    APRIL 2026 PAYMENTS   

20/04/2026 Rebecca Anderson Clerk's Expenses March  2026 41.56 

20/04/2026 HM Revenue & Customs Clerk's Paye & NI  March 2026 393.31 

20/04/2026 SALC 26.27 Subscription 673.90 

20/04/2026 ICO 26.27 Subscription 52.00 

20/04/2026 Mulberry & Co Payroll Services Jan - March 2026 144.00 

20/04/2026 Tony Kenward Tree works 6,980.00 

20/04/2026 Paul Redsell Sign for AH steps 350.00 

        

    TOTAL 8,634.77 
 
 
 
 

ITEM 9(ii) March 2026 Bank Reconciliation 
 

APC Current Account Bank Reconciliation @ 31st March  2026 

  

  

Bank Balance @ 1st March 2026 47,648.31 

  

Add income  
Less payments 29,845.68 

Less: Unpresented cheques 780.00 

  

Net bank balance @  31st March 2026 17,022.63 

  

   

  

Opening balance @ 01/03/2026 19,268.31 

  

Add receipts for March 2026  
Less payments for  March 2026 2,245.68 

  

  

Balance carried forward @  31st March 2026 17,022.63 

  

 


